
 

 

MINUTES OF THE WAUGH ROAD PROPOSED TANK SITE (MONTREAUX) 
SURPLUS PROPERTY PUBLIC HEARING  

PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 
 

August 18, 2015 
 
The Surplus Property Public Hearing of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the Aqua 
Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
August 18, 2015. 
 
The public hearing was opened at 5:00 PM by President Al Littlefield.  Those 
Commissioners in attendance were:  Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President 
and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  Also in attendance were Bob Powell, General 
Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; 
Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Shawn Backman, 
Auditor; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  
Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson; Ron & Carol Raczkowski, Charlotte Tucker, Nelson & 
Kathleen Hoose, James Yahns, Carol & Hank Summers, Carol O’Donovan, Eric & Lynn 
Simon, Ron Borgel, Sandy Dixon, Mel Dygert (Montreaux Property Owners); and 
William Blunt, Lyman. 
 
President Littlefield stated that the public hearing was for public input and asked Manager 
Powell to report on the property being proposed for sale. 
 
Manager Powel stated that the property on Waugh Road was originally purchased in 
1983for use as a reservoir site for that pressure zone; however, the reservoir site location 
was changed due to the Eaglemont development being a more useful location for 
reservoir sites as a higher pressure zone.  He stated the property has already been 
declared surplus.  He stated that the District is not setting a minimum bid price; however, 
the 2014 assessed value is listed at $85,500 and recommended advertising the property 
for sale by sealed bids to be opened publicly.   
 
Under Commissioner Comments/Questions: 
Commissioner Robertson asked if the Commission moves forward with the sale, what the 
bid date would be; Manager Powell replied the proposed bid opening will be August 28.  
Commissioner Cook asked if 10 days was enough time; Manager Powell replied yes. 
 
Under Audience Comments, various members of the Montreaux Homeowners 
Association (HOA) expressed concern regarding the sale of property and potential impact 
to their development regarding access through their private roads.  Discussion ensued 
regarding various issues, including easement access, reluctance on the part of Eaglemont 
to provide access and by the City of Mount Vernon regarding access from Landmark 
Drive, sealed bids, bid by auction, HOA amendment with Landed Gentry, assessed value, 
and options for access. 
 
The Commission asked if the District has access to the property; Manager Powell replied 
yes, there is an ingress easement for utilities granted by Chaffey Homes which stays with 
the property.  Manager Powell stated that the title search indicates that Sycamore Tract 
909 is a public right-of-way and access has been granted to the District. 
 
Attorney Gilbert stated he would review the options for access and whether or not they 
could be construed as a gift of public funds.   
 
Manager Powell, Attorney Gilbert and the Commission all concurred that they will 
follow the letter of the law with regard to the sale of property.  
 
Ms. Tucker asked if the issue could be tabled until additional information could be 
gathered.  Attorney Gilbert recommended continuing the hearing.  Ms. Tucker asked if 
the HOA could invite Landed Gentry to attend the hearing; Commissioner Littlefield 
replied yes.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that the hearing could be continued and 
asked for a motion. 



 

 

 
Commissioner Cook moved to continue the hearing until September 1, 2015.   
The motion passed. 
 
Having no other audience comments, Commissioner Robertson moved to recess the 
hearing at 5:40 PM.  The motion passed. 
 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
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Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


